ACLU Honors Kirk Douglas
For Role In Ending Blacklist

By WILL TUSHER

Largest erowd in the 22-year his-
tory of the Bill of Rights Award
dioners — eglimated at 1150 —
wmed oul Saiurday night @ honor
Kirk Douplzz, thiz vear’s recipiect
of the annual recognition from the
American Civil Literties Unior of
Southern California

With & cross section of indusiry
leaders on hand at the Begistry Ho-
el ic Universal City, the award 1o
Diouglas wes used as a rallyiog cry
10 vow mever gain 1o permil g
recurrence of the Hollywood black-
his1 which he was credited for help-
ing to end.

iz Bill of Rights plague, pre-
seniedd by Bur Lancaster, a foumder
and pas: chairman of the Southern
California Foundation of the
ACLU, wac imseribed:

“For baviog the courage aad
conviction 1o biegk the mfamous
Hollywood blacklist and forcing the
full recogmition of one of s vic-
tims. You brovght 10 & close the
shamesil period of persecution, and
our voice is joined with yours in
demanding that it pever happen

The Hollywood tlacklist, sccond-
ing to the ACLU, was dealt its
deathknell when Douglas, execu-
Ii-.-r.- producer of the Universal film

**Spartacus’ in which he starred,
decided (o dispemse with 1he
planned use of the pseodonym and
give screznpley credit o the man
who did the scrpt, blackbisted writ-
&r Delion Trumbo

That happened in 1959, while the
picture wes being shot, but Doog-
ias, Lancaster and ACLU executive
director Eamons Ripsion agreed
that his action took om mew rele-
vance becanse of sitacks on the
ACLU and perjorative use of the
word "'liveral"’ in the just conclad-
ed presidectial campaign, Maoy at
the dinner ware buttons proclaim-
ing, “"Card-carrving member of the
th e

Douglas went out of his way o
acikncwledge the rols played by Ed-
die Lewis, the producer of “*Sparte-
cus,” in helping him decide to re-
store Trombao's

“‘Eddie Lewis,™ he n.}d “did &
remendoos job the cight vears we
were logether in pushing me, en-
coureging me, prodding me. It*s
why 1'm bere tonight.""

Explaining the decision to use
Trumbo’s real neme, Donglas re-
coumted meeting afier shooting one
nighi with Lewis, and Stanley
Eubrick, director of the film.
Douglas s2:d when be and Lewis
balked af using & pom de plume on
the screen credic, Kubrick declared,
“‘Pul my mame on it

** *Stanley,"” " Douglas recalled
respanding, * “wouldo’t you feel
funoy takicg credit for the work
someans else has done’” Well, ap-
parently mos. "™

Doiaglas remembered exchanging
glapces with Lewis and therewpon
knowing whai he would do. The
following moming he left & pass ar
the studio gaie in ihe name of [al-
ol Trwrsb,

"It wes the first ume in 10 vears
that he set fooi on a studio lot,™
Douglas recounted. *'We kad & card
mede for the sereen saying screen-
plzy by Daltor Trumbe. 1 had re-
ward emough when he said,
“Thasks, Kirk, for giving me back
-.’. m.F L

The pction was oot universelly
well received, Douglas reflected.

*The studio grom=led and grum-
Bled."" he related. **There were
some thresrening lettess. Hedda
Hopper attzcked me (in ber syodi-
caled Hollywood column). Thers
was 3 litile picketing, but the sky
didn’t fall in, and the blacklis was
over. And as Dallon said, thers
were no heroes. There were just
victims. "

Dougles said be had all but for
gotien the incidemt 29 vears ago,
but that ““it came imio sh.a:p fl:lﬂ.l.'i
during the election campign.

Jack Waleoti, president of the
Motion Picture Associstion of
Americe, led the awhence in & toast
to the actor he described as *“my
mast loving, mosi reasured, most
valughle, most enduring friend —
an undismayehle Kirk Douglas, ™

Azzened Valenti: ““Without con-
viction 8 men is going to be right
oaly by Iﬂ:‘hﬂll‘l."ﬂ

Lancaster said Douplas decided
to wse Trumbo's name *'despile the
dire warmings of friends and col-
leagues.™ He pointed out that it was
commonplace to use blacklisted
wrilers under pseudonyms, and that
Trumbe stzried doing the script for
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“Epartacys’” poder the nom de
plume of Sam Jackson.

“The trme came . . . when 8 deci-
siom hed 1o be mads,”* Lancasi=r
mded, “*Whose neme would go on
the film? Sam Jackson alope, or
Sam Jackson plus ooz of the pro-
ducers, Eddie Lewis” Or perhap:
the director, Stanley Kubmck? |
Eirk went ahead and risked his ca-
peer, his livelibood and his reputs
ton. He insisted that Universe] Stu-
dios uwsez the name of Dalion
Tmh'ﬂ-"

Also at the dinrer, KABRC @om-
mentaior and former California Su-
preme Court Justice Rose Bird
presznied the Eason Moaroe Cog-
fageous Advocate Award to former
U.5. Court of Appeal Tudge Shirley
Hustedler, who was Secretary of
Education during ithe Caner Ad-
manistralon.

The dinper raized 350,004, the
most-gver for a Bill of Rights din-
mer.




